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Group selection and
group adaptation

Andy Gardner
(University of Oxford)

Abstract:

There is currently huge interest in the role of group selection in social
evolution, and in the possibility for this to drive the evolution of group
adaptations, leading to social groups becoming "superorganisms" in their
own right. First, | review the theories of group selection and kin selection,
and emphasise that these are simply different ways of viewing the same
evolutionary process. Second, | discuss the relative usefulness of these
alternative approaches to social evolution theory. Third, I distinguish
group adaptation from group selection, and provide the first formal theory
of group adaptation and the superorganism.
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