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Evolution of tourism in spirits-
dancing (yokagura) festivals of
Takachiho-cho, Miyazaki prefecture

Shiro Horiuchi
(Meiji University)

Abstract:

Many mountainous areas have been under ageing and depopulation. In order to
keep infrastructures and job opportunities, some mountainous areas have tried
to invite tourists to their traditional festivals. However, mass tourism, or
capitalism, likely damages traditional festivals. There is a dilemma between
tourism (capitalism) and traditionalism. | did fieldwork study for spirits-
dancing (yokagura) in Takachiho-cho, Miyazaki prefecture. | surveyed 19 areas
of their dancing places. | also participated in 11 festivals and gained the data.
The results were as follows. 19 areas could be divided into “festivals for
tourists’ and “festivals for repeaters and local residents’ depending on their
locations. The data of 11 festivals clearly showed significant differences
between the two types. These suggest that mountainous people arranged their
festivals into multi-layers. They thus can pursue tourism and traditionalism at
the same time.
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